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INTRODUCTION 

About Project: This project is aimed at bringing innovative model for biodiversity preservation, 

based on the community management of the Mount Oku forest to increase the production of Oku 

White Honey and on the development of markets for finished products from the forest benefiting 

the local populations living in and around Mount Oku forest area. The project will promote 

Mount Oku biodiversity conservation through the regeneration of degraded forest biodiversity 

area with native bee loving and economic trees, which will help increase the quantity of honey 

produced. The project will also strengthen the Oku White Honey value chain by improving the 

quality of the finished products and developing robust markets. This project will help organize 

bee farmers, lead to job creation and increase the revenue of the local population. The 

development of this green value chain will reduce pressure on natural resources, encourage 

communities to support conservation efforts, build capacity among community leaders including 

women and improve the livelihood of the population.  

PROJECT AREA 

The forests of Mount Kilum Ijim surround a beautiful crater lake located at an altitude of 3,011m 

in northwest Cameroon, the second highest mountain in the country. They are home to endemic 

species such as the Bannerman’s Turaco and Bamenda Batis, two bird species particularly 

threatened by habitat loss. Flora in this high altitude area comprises many various species such as 

Prunus africana and Pittosporum veridiflorum whose products are highly sought after by the 

pharmaceutical industry. The existing combination of melliferous and medicinal species allows 

for producing a special kind of honey, the Oku white honey. However, the area around Mount 

Kilum Ijim is one of the most densely populated in Cameroon: 300,000 people live within less 

than one walking day from the forests. The forests are vulnerable to many threats such as the 

extensive agricultural and animal-farming development, deforestation and bush fires that 

endanger the ecological balance. Bush fires are caused by cattle rearers at the top of the 

mountain or by farmers using slash and burn at the boundary of the forest. The indiscriminate 

harvesting of forest resources like Prunus africana (flagship species) has dramatically reduced 

important tree species populations and has led to reducing community income sources..  

Acknowledgements 

We gratefully admit the joint efforts of all the youths and women and children of Mbockenghas 

village in Oku for developing the CAMGEW Mbockenghas tree nursery. 

CAMGEW is also grateful to the Oku Rural Radio for letting the voices of the community 

persons engaged in nursery development activities to be heard by a wider audience. 

We highly appreciate CAMGEW and CEPF for granting me the opportunity to execute this 

activity.  



 

TREE NURSERY DEVELOPMENT-REPORT ON NURSERY DEVELOPMENT IN MBOCKENGHAS 2018       3 

  

TREE NURSERY DEVELOPMENT 
Nursery development is a fundamental aspect of forest regeneration and environmental 

education. CAMGEW has developed a tree nursery at Mbockenghas Village in Oku Sub 

Division. This nursery has a capacity of more than 25.000 trees.  The trees in the nursery include: 

Prunus africana, Carapas grandifolia, Pittosporium manii, Syzygium staundtii, Croton 

macrotachyst, Maesa lanceolata, Bridelia speciosa, Newtonia camerunensis, and some agro 

forestry trees like Acacia, Leucena, etc.  All these trees are native trees of Kilum-Ijim forest. 

These trees in the nursery are labelled with scientific names, local names and their uses to help in 

environmental education. In the last tree planting season more than 6000 trees were gotten from 

the tree nursey to plant in the various community forests of Kilum Mountain. These trees needed 

to be replaced. The CEPF project has come at the right time to replace these trees in the nursery 

and help in reinforcing the fence that is round the nursery. The nursery has a live and dead fence 

that needed reinforcement. They are watered and shaded in the dry season. Weeding is done 

regularly. Organic manure is also applied in the nurseries to improve on fertility and foster the 

growth of the nursed trees. CAMGEW nursery serves as:  

 learning grounds for children, schools and community members on nursery development, 

types of forest trees, need for forest regeneration, etc 

 Sites where trees are nursed and planted in the forest 
 

Nursery Development Activities 2018 

1. Preparation of site for nursery development 

The nursery site where CEPF project trees were to be nursed was prepared. The old pots with 

degraded soil on which trees were nursed since 2016 needed to be changed as the pots were old, 

compacted and soil not still fertile. The soil was emptied from the old pots and the site terraced. 

New fertile soil and animal dung (manure) was brought in and mixed.  This activity was done in 

November ahead of the tilling and filling of pots and nursing of seeds. 

 
Removal of the soil from the old polythene pots in the nursery. 
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2. Filling and parking of new nursery pots 
The new nursery pots were then filled with rich fertile soil that is soil mixed with organic manure 

(goat dung).  The mixture was done on 1:1 ratio. This mixture was appropriate to sustain most of 

the trees until transplanting. This work was done together with youths and women. Over 5000 

nursery pots were filled in CAMGEW’s tree nursery in Mbockenghas. These pots were parked in 

clusters and in wooden lanes made from tree slabs. Each cluster contained 100 nursery pots. 

Community members learned-by-doing in the process. 
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Filling and parking of the polythene pots in the Mbockenghas tree nursery 

3. Seed collection in the wild 
Working together with community youths some forest seeds were collected from the wild. These 

seeds were collected in the forest as they became dried. Sabastine has experience in seed 

collection and could determine matured and viable seeds. Youths learned in the process on how 

to become seed collectors from the forest. During forest visits by CAMGEW under different 

projects with community members to learn about forest ecology, seeds of forest trees were 

picked for nursery development. Different forest seeds get matured at different times and there is 

need for their collection progressively.  
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Some Forest seeds (croton, Pittosporium and Carapas respectively) collected together with children 

 

4. Repair Of Nursery Fence  
In 2018, the fence around the Mbockenghas tree nursery needed reinforcement. It was then 

reinforced with more barks of trees. This was done to prevent stray animals from getting into the 

nursery to destroy nursed trees. A solid fence was developed with timber from Eucalyptus and 

tree slabs. This activity involved the purchase of timber and the tree slabs, transportation to the 

nursery, digging of holes and pinning of the fence poles on the ground, nailing of the slabs 

against the poles and then filling of the holes with soil and stones to make the fence more solid.   
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 Fence construction at the mbockenghas tree nursery  

 

5. Nursing of  seeds of forest trees 
Seeds that were tiny and numerous like Maesa lanceolata, Pittosporium manii and croton seeds 

couldn’t be nursed directly on pots. They were nursed on nursery beds and be later transplanted 

on nursery pots a week after germination. Sizeable seeds like Carapas, prunus, Syzygium, and 

Newtonia seeds were nursed directly on nursery pots. This activity was done together with 

community children and youths. By the end of April 2019 all trees must have germinated and 

growing from pots. 
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Community youths and children preparing bare root beds and nursing seeds in Mbockenghas tree nursery 

6. Environmental Education 

Community children and youths learned how to develop and manage tree nurseries in lessons 

offered in the tree nurseries. children who attended tree nursery development events learned the 

various types of trees, their germination processes, their scientific and local names, how to plant 

potted trees, and their flowering seasons.  
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Community children learning in the Mbockenghas tree nursery 
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SUCCESSES 

 5000 pots were filled with soil and arranged in the tree nursery in Mbockeghas village of 

Oku.  

 28 women learned-by-doing on soil tilling, manuring, filling of polythene pots with soil and 

arranging them neatly in the nursery 

 14 community youths learn-by-doing in nursing forest seeds in pots. 

 More than 40 children participate in tree nursery development lessons in the nursery 

 About 10,000 seeds of different species were collected and nursed in CAMGEW tree 

nurseries  

 The tree nursery fence reinforced  

 A participatory approach instituted in community youths and women. Working together has 

been reinforcing community team spirit.  

CHALLENGES 
Trees like schefflera abyssinica, Nuxia congesta and Newtonia Camerunensis are difficult to 

nurse or propagate. There is need to work on how to propagate these trees in the nursery. It with 

have been satisfying to propage these trees in the nursery. schefflera abyssinica and Nuxia 

congesta are very important in Oku White Honey production. Newtonia Camerunensis is an 

endangered tree specie as seen in IUCN Redlist.  

CONCLUSION 
The redevelopment of the Mbockenghas tree nursery was a success. The activity went with no 

negative side effects.  This nursery guarantees the supply of trees for the next planting session. 

This will make CAMGEW forest regeneration drive a success. The activity saw community 

engagement through its participatory approach. It is CAMGEW’s duty to make every community 

member see the need to engage in sustainable environmental practices like nursery development 

for reforestation. 

 


